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Sword fish

man (1928) ; Sketch of a Sinner (1929) ; The
Georgian House (1932) ; The Georgian Scene
(1934). In 1936 he published his Autobiog-
raphy. The Harvest Comedy appeared in 1937.

Swiss Guards, a famous regiment of
Swiss soldiers who, by a decree of 1616, were
constituted French royal bodyguards.

Swithin, Saint (d. 862), bishop of Win-
chester. He was one of Ethelwulf's chief
counsellors, and was a builder of bridges and
churches. His day is July 15, and an old
English superstition declares that it will rain
or be fair for the next forty days, according
as St. Swithin's day is rainy or clear.

Switzerland, a country of Central Eu-
rope lying s, of Germany, with Austria and
the principality of Liechtenstein on the e.
Italy on the s. and s.e., and France on the
w. and s.w.

The principal towns are Zurich, Basel,
Geneva, Bern (the capital), Lausanne, St.
Gallen, Winterthur, Lucerne; area 15,976 sq.
m.; p. 4,218,000.

and pastoral country. About a third of the
productive area is divided between rye, oats,
wheat, potatoes, and fruits. Orchards and
vineyards are planted in every possible place
Stock raising, particularly the raising of cat-
tle, is of the first importance; pasturage con-
ditions are excellent, and Swiss dairy products
have a peculiar richness. Swiss cheese, con-
densed milk, and milk chocolate are world-
famous. Forests cover nearly a third of the
country's area.

German Nazis who were said to have kid-,
napped a journalist from Swiss soil caused a
diplomatic exchange between the Hitler Gov-
ernment and Bern in 1935. The little repub-
lic, in a note to Berlin, vigorous!}* protested
against what it regarded as an assault on its
sovereignty. The incident served to empha-
size the difficulties of Switzerland's geographi-
cal position, surrounded by the dangerous
rivalries cf the great Powers of the Continent.
But the precarious neutrality which Europe's
oldest republic preserved in World War 1

Swordfish

Switzerland is the most mountainous coun-
try of Europe. The country falls naturally
into three great divisions: the region of the
Alps in the central, southern, and eastern sec-
tions; the region of the Jura in the western
and northern part; and the plateau lying be-
tween the two great mountainous divisions.
The Alps with their giant peaks and narrow
river valleys occupy nearly three-fifths of
the entire country. The central mountain
mass is pierced by the Rhine in the e. and
the Rhone in the w. The plateau region,
which is the most favorable agriculturally and
industrially, extends in a belt, 15 to 30 m.
wide, from Lake Geneva to Lake Constance,
occupying nearly three-tenths of the country's
area. Switzerland's wide variation in eleva-
tion produces a corresponding variety of cli-
mate. Sheltered regions in the s. have a soft
warm climate, while the crests of the Alpine
ranges are bitterly cold. On the whole, the
climate of the greater part of the country is
healthful.and invigorating*
In the main, Switzerland is an agricultural

remained the steadfast policy of the Swiss
people. This purpose had effectively won the
indorsement of the world at large through the
selection of Geneva as the seat of the League
of Nations. After the Riviera, Switzerland
is the playground of Europe.
Switzerland, although hoping to remain
neutral in World War II, 1939-1945, mobi-
lized her army preparing to defend herself if
any belligerent should strike across her ter-
ritory.
Swope, Gerard (1872- ), American
industrialist, formerly president of Inter-
national General Electric Company, later pres-
ident of the General Electric Company. Dur-
ing the World War he served as assistant
Director of Purchase for the United States.
Sword, a blade of metal, flat and sharp-
edged, used both in striking and in thrust-
ing, and set in a hilt. Swords may be
grouped under several heads: rapier, saber*
scimitar, cutlass, claymore.
SwordfisK, a pelagic bony fish, constitut-
ing a special family (xiphiidae), characterized